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presently the President of the Philippine Institute of Environmental Planners (PIEP), a Trustee
of the Heritage Conservation Society, and a member of the Green Architecture Movement. He
holds a BS Architecture degree from the University of the Philippines, a MS in Urban Planning
from Columbia University in New York, and a PhD in Public Administration from Pacific Western
University in Hawaii. He is currently developing his own property in Silay City into a sustainable
community for 25 families.

Ramon Alberto B. Nolido, President, R.A. Nolido Construction Corporation
Ramon Nolido is the President of R.A. Nolido Construction Corporation and a licensed Civil
Engineer. He has a Master in Business Administration, a Master in Structural Engineering, and a
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of the Philippines in Diliman. His
firm’s projects include residential, institutional and commercial establishments, hotel and
resort developments, and infrastructure projects.

Ramby is also a consultant and resource person for the Construction Manpower Development
Foundation, National Engineering Center (NEC) in UP, and Continuing Providers of Education,
Inc. He is consulted for his expertise in construction management and supervision, cost
estimating, construction project controls, and value engineering. He was also a faculty member
and assistant professor at the UP College of Architecture where he taught structural design of
timber, steel and reinforced concrete. He is a member/director of various professional
organizations such as Philippine Institute of Civil Engineers, Philippine Constructors Association,
and Ateneo Alumni Association.

Jury Panel for Design Challenge 2: Trash Transformation

Gertrudes C. Samson, Education & Training Program Coordinator, TAO-
Pilipinas, Inc.

Ger Samson is a licensed Architect and current Education & Training Coordinator of TAO-
Pilipinas. She has a Master of Architecture in Human Settlements from the Katholieke
Universiteit Leuven in Belgium, and a Bachelor of Science in Architecture from the University of
the Philippines in Diliman. Before joining TAO, she was the Technical Officer in the
Construction Technology Unit of Habitat for Humanity Philippines (a non-profit ecumenical
Christian housing ministry involved in building homes for disadvantaged Filipino families),
conducted trainings and construction supervision on alternative building technologies like
Concrete Interlocking Blocks (CIB) and Interlocking Compressed Earth Block (iCEB). Ger also
previously worked as program coordinator and architect for Samahan Para sa Angkop na
Pabahay ng San Pablo Apostol (SAPSPA) and as project officer for Alternative Planning
Initiatives (ALTERPLAN), a non-profit organization focusing on the promotion and advocacy of
integrated socio-physical planning.

At TAO-Pilipinas, Ger works with several community organizations to implement projects on
participatory community development planning, community-based solid waste management,
community-based disaster risk management, and capability building for community leaders.
Her masteral thesis is entitled “From Emergency Shelter Towards Implementation of Disaster
Resistant Technologies in the Philippines” and she has lectured on this topic in various venues
throughout the country.

Rachelle F. Medina, Editor-in-Chief, Real Living Magazine

Rachelle Medina is the Editor in Chief of Real Living, a monthly home and lifestyle magazine,
and Book Editor of Real Home Ideas, an annual sourcebook on design tips, decorating trends
and home furnishings published by Summit Media. She has also contributed articles on design
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for Urban Pads and Groovy Homes, design books published by Page One in Singapore. Other
publications where she has been associate editor or contributing writer include BluPrint, MEGA,
My Home, SPACE, The Manila Times, and Good Housekeeping.

Rachelle is a licensed Interior Designer and has a Bachelor of Science in Interior Design from
the University of the Philippines in Diliman. She has worked for design firms like JME Interiors,
ADR Designs, and EXCELL Contractors & Developers, Inc.

One jury member to be announced

Jury Panel for Design Challenge 3: Portable Playground

Ma. Faith Y. Varona, Research & Publications Program Coordinator, TAO-
Pilipinas, Inc.

Faith Varona is a licensed Architect and Environmental Planner and the Research & Publications
Program Coordinator of TAO-Pilipinas. She has a Master of Urban Management and Development
from the Institute of Housing and Urban Development Studies (IHS)-Erasmus University in
Netherlands and a Post-graduate Diploma in Urban & Regional Planning and Bachelor of Science
in Architecture from the University of the Philippines in Diliman.

Before establishing TAO-Pilipinas in 2001, she worked for various non-government organizations
such as Alternative Planning Initiatives (ALTERPLAN), NGO-Coalition for Cooperatives
Development, Oxfam-America, and Building Alliances for Action and Initiatives (BALAI). Her
current projects at TAO include the TAO Resource Center (mini-library, publication of a bi-
annual magazine, and online resources on sustainable human settlements and social housing);
research projects on alternative materials and technology; and process documentation of TAO’s
technical assistance to urban poor communities. Gender-sensitive development planning and
architectural heritage preservation are among her other research interests.

Eleanor C. Ramos, Animator and Film Director

Ellen Ramos is a licensed Architect and has a Bachelor of Science in Architecture from the
University of the Philippines in Diliman. She worked as a full-time architect and CADD specialist
before studying animation at the Mowelfund Film Institute in 1992. She joined more workshops
under German experimental filmmaker Christoph Janetzko. In 1996, she was the Philippine
representative at the ASEAN-COCI Film Workshop in Malaysia, and was the 1997 UNESCO-
Aschberg scholar at the Cologne Academy of Media Arts in Germany. She was the Head of
Education and Animation Lecturer at the Mowelfund Film Institute from 1993-2004.

She has worked on various short film productions as animation director, production designer,
set artist, editor, and sound recordist. She also does graphic design work for cultural events
and institutions. An active member of Pinoy Animagination - a group of Filipino independent
animators, her creation, “Doon sa Kabila ng Bulkan” (The Other Side of the Volcano), won the
First Prize for Animation at the 1997 CCP Awards for Alternative Film & Video and has been
selected to compete in various international film festivals. With co-director Paolo Villaluna,
their debut feature film “llusyon” is the first digital film to be Rated A by the Cinema
Evaluation Board in 2005. Their second film “Selda” (2007) is set to compete in international
film festivals this year.

Presently, she is involved with Blacksoup, a film collective working on documentaries, audio-
visual productions, and multi-media projects.
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Robert A. Alejandro, Artist-Designer

Robert Alejandro is an award-winning freelance artist-designer and has a Bachelor of Fine Arts
(Major in Visual Communications) degree from the University of the Philippines in Diliman. His
projects include space design & environmental graphics for architectural projects, graphic
design services to businesses of all sizes, book and magazine design, including book cover art
and illustration for children's books, coffee table books, art books and more.

Robert has been involved in product design since the 70's when he designed for the family gift
shop business Papemelroti. Today, he continues to design calendars, stationery, memo pads,
greeting cards, wrapping paper, T-shirts and other products for various clients.

As an on camera reporter for Cheche Lazaro's "The Probe Team", he was "the drawing reporter”,
often sketching during the reportage. He also hosted the popular "Art is-kool", an art show for
children.


http://www.raadesign.com/space_design.htm
http://www.raadesign.com/graphic_design.htm
http://www.raadesign.com/graphic_design.htm
http://www.raadesign.com/books_magazines.htm
http://www.raadesign.com/illustration.htm
http://www.raadesign.com/illustration.htm
http://www.raadesign.com/illustration.htm

TAO-Pilipinas, Inc.
27-A Matiyaga Street, Barangay Central, Diliman, Quezon City 1100
Telefax: (632) 441-0998 / 436-7301 URL: www.tao-pilipinas.org

YP Design Challenge: Ideas for Sustainable Communities
Annex F: Answers to Frequently-Asked-Questions (FAQS)

Questions

On Eligibility:

1. Up to how many members can there be in a team entry?

2. For teams entering the competition, can a team be composed of members from different fields
or should it be only teams with members coming from a single field/discipline (e.g.
architecture, engineering, etc.)?

3. Why is the competition not open to ‘older’ professionals?

4. Isthe YP Design Challenge a nationwide competition?

On Registration:

5. Why do we need to register?

6. Isthe Php300.00 registration fee required for every design challenge to be joined by the
competitor?

7. Isthe registration fee refundable in case we register but are not able to submit entries?

8. We are adapting the design challenge as a class plate and will eventually enter the top three
entries of our class. Can we first register three anonymous entries since we have yet to know
who the top three entries are?

On Community Area Visits:

9. How many community areas should the competitor visit to enter the competition? When and
how will the area visits be organized?

10. Will background information and data on the community areas to be visited be provided for
the competitors?

11. Will the competition organizers pay for the transportation costs during the community area
visits?

12. How will the urban poor communities who are the intended users of the proposed designs be
involved in the selection of the winning entries?

On Submission Requirements:

13. What kind of materials can be used as presentation boards? Can recycled paper boards be
used?

14. Does the prescribed layout format of the presentation boards have specific sizes/dimensions
or is it just a general positioning of drawings/images?

15. Where and how should we submit our entries?

16. After the announcement of winners, what will happen to my presentation board?

On Design Parameters and Judging Criteria:

17. Why is BP220 used as a design parameter?

18. For Design Challenge 1: Sustainable Shelter, isn’t 32 square meters as lot area too small for
housing unit and will this not limit the design proposals? Can clustering of units or communal
living arrangements be considered instead of individual housing units?

19. How can we qualify cost effectiveness of the proposed designs? Is there a need to submit a
computation for the costing of the proposed designs?

20. For Design Challenge 2: Portable Playground, how is “playground” construed as portable
since the word itself already connotes a permanent space? Shouldn’t the term “playground
equipment and assemblies” be more suitable for the competition?

21. Can we submit designs that have never been tested or built before?

On Awards and Prizes:

22. Can an individual or team win more than once in the competition?
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On Copyright of Submitted Designs:
23. How will the copyright of winning entries be protected?
24. Will the winning entries be constructed/built?

Answers

On Eligibility:

1. Up to how many members can there be in a team entry?

Up to three (3) team members may enter the YP Design Challenge, one member being the
official registrant. The registration form allows for two other team members to be named.
Please also refer to item 14 of the competition guidelines.

2. For teams entering the competition, can a team be composed of members from different fields
or should it be only teams with members coming from a single field/discipline (e.g. architecture,
engineering, etc.)?

A team may be composed of members from different fields or disciplines. Architects/
architecture students may team up with engineers/engineering students.

3. Why is the competition not open to ‘older’ professionals?

The competition targets students and young professionals with not more than 5 years of
professional experience. It is primarily seen as a venue for harnessing ideas from the young
and an opportunity for them to directly address issues on sustainability in their design
solutions. However, the “‘older’ professionals (especially those in the academe) are
encouraged to participate in the competition by becoming mentors/advisers to eligible
students and young professionals.

4. s the YP Design Challenge a nationwide competition?

Because of the mandatory area visits to selected TAO-assisted communities in Metro
Manila, the competition is considered a regional or NCR-wide competition. However, this
does not disqualify contestants from outside NCR from joining, as long as they are able to
comply with the requirements of the competition.

On Registration:

5. Why do we need to register?

The jury will review all eligible submissions anonymously and to make this possible, each
entry shall be assigned a unique registration number during the registration process.
Registration will also help the organizers estimate the number of submissions expected to be
received and reviewed by the jury.

6. Isthe PhP300.00 registration fee required for every design challenge to be joined by the
competitor?

Yes, the PhP300.00 registration fee is required for every submission. Please refer to item 19
of the competition guidelines for details of registration fee payments.

7. s the registration fee refundable in case we register but are not able to submit entries?
No, the registration fee is NON-refundable.
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8. We are adapting the design challenge as a class plate and will eventually enter the top three
entries of our class. Can we first register three anonymous entries since we have yet to know who
the top three entries are?

Yes, such arrangement could be made with the competition organizers by the class
adviser/professor. Registration fees may be paid for three entries and registration numbers
given. Schedule for the whole class’ area visit may also be arranged. Identification of the
competitor/s should be made before the opening date of receipt of submissions (October 1,
2008).

On Community Area Visits:

9. How many community areas should the competitor visit to enter the competition? When and
how will the area visits be organized?

Only one (1) visit to any of the TAO-assisted communities is required to be eligible. A series
of community visits shall be scheduled and arranged by TAO-Pilipinas. Only 20 slots will be
allotted for each site visit; registrants must reserve slots from the schedule list that TAO
shall post in the competition website. Please go to http://ypdesignchallenge.tao-
pilipinas.org/?page_id=9 for updates on the schedule of community visits and map to meeting
points.

10. Will background information and data on the community areas to be visited be provided for
the competitors?

Background information on the communities that may be visited shall be posted on the
competition website. Please go to the resources page http://ypdesignchallenge.tao-
pilipinas.org/?page_id=18 for information that has already been posted.

11. Will the competition organizers pay for the transportation costs during the community area
Visits?

No, transportation costs to and from the community areas shall be shouldered by the
competitors. The competition organizers shall set a meeting point for all registered
competitors that is already in close proximity to the community to be visited. Please go to
http://ypdesignchallenge.tao-pilipinas.org/?page_id=9 for updates on the schedule of
community visits and map to meeting points.

12. How will the urban poor communities who are the intended users of the proposed designs be
involved in the selection of the winning entries?

A jury panel composed of design professionals shall select the winning designs for each
design challenge category. However, design critiques from community representatives will
be solicited and considered by the jury in their deliberations. It is thus important that the
contestants are aware of conditions in urban poor communities and their designs influenced
by actual situations in the community.

On Submission Requirements:

13. What kind of materials can be used as presentation boards? Can recycled paper boards be
used?

Presentation boards should be size 30” by 40” (oriented vertically), exhibition quality, and
preferably of foam board material. Recycled paper board may be used as long as it remains
rigid especially after handling and transport during submission and jury deliberations.
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14. Does the prescribed layout format of the presentation boards have specific sizes/dimensions
or is it just a general positioning of drawings/images?

The presentation board layout format (as prescribed in Annex A-C of the competition rules
and guidelines) do not have specific dimensions and is a general positioning of drawings and
other elements that need to be included in the proposed designs. This prescribed format will
guide the jury during deliberations.

15. Where and how should we submit our entries?
Please refer to item 28 of the competition guidelines.

16. After the announcement of winners, what will happen to my presentation board?
Please refer to items 42 and 43 of the competition guidelines.

On Design Parameters and Judging Criteria:

17. Why is BP220 used as a design parameter?

Batas Pambansa 220 is the mandated set of rules and standards for economic and socialized
housing projects. Socialized housing projects are approved by the HLURB (Housing Land
Use and Regulatory Board) and issued building permits by local government units with
reference to this law. Please go to the resources page of the competition website or directly
to http://wwwa3.hlurb.gov.ph/laws/IRRBP220.pdf to download the .pdf copy of BP220.

18. For Design Challenge 1: Sustainable Shelter, isn’t 32 square meters as lot area too small for
housing unit and will this not limit the design proposals? Can clustering of units or communal
living arrangements be considered instead of individual housing units?

As per BP 220 standards, thirty-two (32) square meters is the minimum lot size for
socialized housing projects and is therefore a realistic parameter for Design Challenge 1:
Sustainable Shelter. Although this may prove a real challenge, it should not limit
contestants from developing their designs. Clustering of units is already one of different
ways to approach the design problem. The competition is open to any design ideas as long as
it meets the established judging criteria.

19. How can we qualify cost effectiveness of the proposed designs? Is there a need to submit a
computation for the costing of the proposed designs?

Cost effectiveness of the designs will be reflected in the materials and technology proposed,
considering varied factors such as building tools/equipment, labor and construction
methods, ease of maintenance and repair. Costing estimates should be considered by the
contestants but computations do not need to be included in the submission.

20. For Design Challenge 2: Portable Playground, how is “playground” construed as portable
since the word itself already connotes a permanent space? Shouldn’t the term “playground
equipment and assemblies” be more suitable for the competition?

“Portable playground” stems from the idea that children’s play areas can be demountable
and transferable to available open spaces in a community, making it accessible to more
children. Going through the specific requirements of the design assignment and judging
criteria in Annex C of the competition guidelines will further clarify the design problem.

21. Can we submit designs that have never been tested or built before?
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The YP Design Challenge is open to any design ideas that can meet the judging criteria
established for each of the three design challenges. Thus, proposed designs could be fresh
from the drawing board and have not been constructed but has high possibility of being
constructed. Originality and innovativeness are part of the judging criteria for the proposed
designs. This means that the proposed design could demonstrate the application of new
knowledge, new application of existing knowledge, or the unique mix of existing and new
knowledge.

On Awards and Prizes:

22. Can an individual or a team win more than once in the competition?

Yes, it is possible that an individual or a team competitor may win more than once if
he/she/they registered and submitted entries in more than one design challenge category.
Since the jury will review the submissions anonymously, identities of winners will only be
revealed after the selection of winning entries and it is possible to have the same winner/s in
different categories. Although please note item 14 of the competition guidelines which
stipulates that each individual or team member may submit only one (1) submission for
each design challenge category.

On Copyright of Submitted Designs:
23. How will the copyright of winning entries be protected?
Please refer to items 42 and 44 of the competition rules and guidelines.

24. Will the winning entries be constructed or built?

No, the winning design entries are not intended to be used for actual construction. However,
prototype construction to adopt the winning designs is targeted as a separate project at the
close of the competition, depending on the availability of funds. (Separate fundraising
activities may be undertaken for possible prototype construction and implementation of
winning designs.) Another eventuality is that ideas and details/components from the
winning designs may be incorporated in TAO projects in the communities and the designers
will be given the opportunity to be involved in TAO’s technical assistance work in the case
that winning designs are to be implemented.
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YP Design Challenge: Ideas for Sustainable Communities
ADDITIONAL FAQs as of AUGUST 26, 2008

Questions

On Jury Panel and Judging Criteria:

25. Who are the members of the jury panel for the different design challenge categories?

26. Is compliance to BP220 design standards to be strictly followed in the judging of design
entries? Will you accept proposed designs that have non-conforming (to BP220) features?

On Presentation Techniques for Submissions:

27. Can we use autocad for presentation?

On Schedule of Community Area Visits:

28. Do you have community visits scheduled on weekend since that is the only available time for
us who are already working?

On Eligibility:

29. Are we still eligible if we have in our team someone who is not in the design and engineering
fields (as a student or professional) but will contribute to our design entry?

Answers

On Jury Panel and Judging Criteria:
25. Who are the members of the jury panel for the different design challenge categories?
The members of jury panels for the three design challenge categories are as follows:

Jury Panel for Design Challenge 1: Sustainable Shelter
e Arlene Christy D. Lusterio, Executive Director, TAO-Pilipinas, Inc.
¢ Nathaniel von Einsiedel, PhD., President, Philippine Institute of Environmental
Planners (PIEP)
e Ramon Alberto B. Nolido, President, R.A. Nolido Construction Corporation
Jury Panel for Design Challenge 2: Trash Transformation
e Gertrudes C. Samson, Education & Training Program Coordinator, TAO-
Pilipinas, Inc.
e Rachelle F. Medina, Editor-in-Chief, Real Living Magazine
e One jury member to be announced
Jury Panel for Design Challenge 3: Portable Playground
e Ma. Faith Y. Varona, Research & Publications Program Coordinator, TAO-
Pilipinas, Inc.
e Eleanor C. Ramos, Animator and Film Director
e Robert A. Alejandro, Artist-Designer

Profiles of the jury members are posted on the Jury page of the competition website
http://ypdesignchallenge.tao-pilipinas.org/?page_id=14.

26. Is compliance to BP220 design standards to be strictly followed in the judging of design
entries? Will you accept proposed designs that have non-conforming (to BP220) features?

Itis highly encouraged that designers think outside of the box in proposing designs for the
competition. As noted in the competition rules and guidelines, the judging criteria outlined
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should not limit the competitors in developing their designs. Non-conformance in the
proposed designs can be considered if there is sufficient justification of variance and
depending on the deliberation and decision of the jury panel.

We maintain that BP220 reference be included in the judging criteria for competitors to
consider since this is the prevailing basis for social housing designs. The intent actually is to
NOT have designs with even smaller housing units than the minimum standards.
Additionally, financing programs for socialized housing also refer to BP220 minimum
standards for approval of housing proposals. With consideration for BP220 as take-off
point, we encourage alternative approaches to solving the design problem (especially space
allocation).

On Presentation Techniques for Submissions

27. Can we use autocad for presentation?

Yes, computer-aided images can be one of the presentation techniques used by competitors.
Please refer to item 26 of the competition rules and guidelines.

On Schedule of Community Area Visits

28. Do you have community visits scheduled on weekend since that is the only available time for
us who are already working?

The schedule of community area visits is posted on the Competition Schedules page of the
competition website http://ypdesignchallenge.tao-pilipinas.org/?page_id=9. Please coordinate
with Ms. Mai llagan (telephone numbers 441-0998 or 0929-6800924) to arrange weekend
schedules for community visits.

On Eligibility

29. Are we still eligible if we have in our team someone who is not in the design and engineering
fields (as a student or professional) but will contribute to our design entry?

Yes, as long as the official registrant/representative is eligible according to items 13 and 14
of the competition rules and guidelines.


http://ypdesignchallenge.tao-pilipinas.org/?page_id=9



